
You can find out more by:- visiting 

The History of Music with Naomi and Ludwig - BBC Teach
Primary resources - KS2 / 2nd Level - BBC Teach lots of music to listen to 
and explore 

Vocabulary 

Graphic score 
A representation of music through the use of visual 
symbols different to  traditional music notation

Composer
A person who writes music in any form, 
including vocal music, instrumental music and 
electronic music.

Notation 
A system used to visually represent aurally perceived 
music played with instruments or sung by the human 
voice

Improvisation
The creative activity of immediate ("in the moment") 
musical composition

Orchestra
A group of musicians who usually play classical music 
together and are led by a conductor

Contemporary
A period belonging to the period that started in 
the mid-1970s to the present day

Key knowledge to learn 
That music first became printed in the Renaissance 

period and that vocal and instrumental music was written 
and performed between the 15th and 16th Century

Baroque music comes from the period between 

approximately 1600 and 1750. Famous composers from this

period include: Antonio Vivaldi, George Frederic Handel 

and Johann Sebastian Bach

The classical music era is usually seen as the years 

between approximately 1750 and 1820. Famous 

composers from the classical period include: Joseph 

Haydn and Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart. 

In the Middle Ages the Roman Catholic Church was key to 

the development of western music. Plainsong formed part 

of worship and musical notation developed. 

Romantic period was approximately from 1780 to 1910.

Famous composers include Peter Tchaikovsky. Romantic

music focuses on provoking emotion and passion.

The Beatles: John, Paul, George and Ringo were

influenced by many types of music: rock and roll, blues, 
folk and country. 

Salesbury Super 6 Knowledge Organiser for Venus  

Learning Focus: The History of Music 

Salesbury Church of England Primary School – Curriculum Knowledge 
Organiser. 

Musical Time Periods 

Key Experiences 
Visit The Beatles museum in Liverpool 
Benin theme day 
Tchaikovsky experience  
Outcome performance for parents

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks2-music-history-of-music-with-naomi-and-ludwig/zfnkwnb
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/ten-pieces/primary-resources-ks2--2nd-level/z6xjrj6
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_composition
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vocal_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Instrumental_music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Electronic_music

